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Homes fur at least half I thousand, where daisies bloomed last spring

but rather along financial linei, lie had previously built
a $4,000,000 hospital for the motor a d tractor manu-

facturer in Detroit, and this is pointed oul as the
finest institution of its kind in existence. He did this
by first finding out what hospitals were like and how
hospital-builde- rs did their work and then improving
Upon both the structures and the methods. So the
,..-.- . that h wam'l resrularlv a builder did not
IIIV I ll.vi vii. .

instructing anthe jdeter him from tackling

is the story of an ideal home colony which

THIS sprung up almost overnight on the outskirts
Detroit. th nation's greatest motor-makin- g

city. Where in the Spring there was nothing but I
verdant meadow at the edge of a quiet country village,

in the fall there is an group of nearly
one hundred dwellings so artistically beautiful, so well
laid out, 50 prettily surrounded, that they attract daily

the admiring gaze' of thousands of travelers passing
east and west on the speeding trains of the Michigan
Central railroad.

"What place is that?" they demand to know.
"Dearborn." they are told.
"But who, in such times, dares to carry out such

a program?1 is their next question.
"Builders with brains!" is the answer.

talk these davs about the housingThen ten
problem which is vexing marly all the gro t cities of

fast industrially and so slowly in the way of building,

that it is probably the most overcrowded communit
in the land. What these Dearborn workers Wished tor

though there seemed no realization of tin ir wish in

vjcvvNKcTC hmnes of their own. not rented but bought
by themselves, and homes, if possible, in or mar the
village w here their work was to be done. 'I hey wanted
to be right there, not an hour away by crowded
street cars.

Sensing this situation, some ot those closely as-

sociated with Mr. Ford in the management of his af-

fairs made up their minds that they would try to till

the want. The manufacturer himself gave his hearty
approval to this ambition, though he did not enter into
the practical working-O- Ut of the plan. This was tor
the reason that he wanted it to sneered without him.

If he alone were to carry out the idea of building a
community to onhr, the world might say, naturally:
"Oh, well no wonder! Ford did it! He can do any-

thing!" He wanted his associates to go through with
the project minus his ettrts. and thus prove that home-buildin- g

could and Bhould be successfully carried on
ight now. He wanted their success if the plan should

lucceed to inspire others throughout the nation.
So the Dearborn Realty & Construction Company

was formed. This concern, it must be plainly under-
stood, was organized with no charitable ideas. It did
not purpose to turn out a "factory village." which
usually means the slinging together of a few rows of
houses all alike and all jammed against each other, in
which factory workers are mre or less obliged to live
ai d pay rent to their employer. Nor was it this com-

pany s idea t sell hnses for exactly what they cost.
The plan was to erect the best-lookin- g, d,

longest-lastin- g homes possible within the
financial limitations of well-pai- d working men, and
then sell them to the workers on the moat reasonable
terms possible but with a profit.

Success has come to the little group that had the
courage of its convictions. Though it was not until
well into May last that the preliminary turning of earth
was begun in the West Dearborn meadow, by Novem-
ber 1 most of the ninety-fo- ur homes forming the first
jjrc;p n be built by the company were complete and
many of them were occupied by nappy tenants. All of
them had been bespoken.

Standing on sodded terraces, facing grass-bordere- d

sidewalks of cement and concreted streets, with their
electric lights and their telephones

entire village.
A young architect of abilit) was next engaged, the

same, indeed, who under the executive's direction had
designed the hospital. The architect was simply told
that what was wanted was a ironp of hoUS s of 111

heiently different appearance to avoid the suggestioi
that they were 'machine made1 so to speak. 1 hat was
one specification. Another was that they must be ot
a sie suitable to accommodate the average family
ample comfort. A third was that they must be of the
best available materials and the solidesl sort of con
stmet ion. His job, in fact, was to design houses that
should be good to look at. good enough for anyone t
live in. and good for many years' wear and tear, lb
went at it with enthusiasm.

The third active participant in the company was .i

bank cashier, whose duty it was to take care of the
financial details, which are many, for the hoUSCS ai
sold on partial payments, though by a system that i

simple as well as equitable.
"Go-getter- s" it didn't make any difference whrtlv

they had building experience or not provided they v

the sort who would tackle any jb -- were chosen 1

the subordinate parts, ami in May actual construction
was begun.

Till-'-
, company purchased land sufficient for 312 1"'

SO by 125 feet. That measurement is far mot
liberal than the average building lot. But then, it w..
intended that in every respect tin purchasers of tin
l"ts and hemes should be treated far more liberal!
than usual.

It was decided to lay out at first tWO streets lengtl
wise of the property, each 1,700 feet long, with or
cross-stree- t bisecting these midway. The long stree'
nm east and west The first of these was called Pai
Avenue, because the north side of it. facing the track
oi the Michigan Central railroad, was be made in

the United States, nut mere IS comparatively mue
work being done to remedy the situation. Theoretical
solutions are plentiful. New dwellings are few. Con-

versation is abundant Construction is scarce.
Availing themselves of the excuse that "labor is too

high." r "materials are too costly," most of those
who in the past have seen to it that the cities' homes
have kept pace with the cities' increasing populations
are today sitting idly by and waiting for that vague
a!U possibly never-to-co- period when labor and
mat, riais shall be as cheap as they were back in lf14.
And meanwhile hundreds of thousands are crowded,
uncomfortable, virtually homeless.

But the "Builders with Brains" did not sit by and
wait. There was only one way to solve the housing
problem, they realized. That was to BUILD, and to
build at once, letting the future take care of itself. The
result of their decision now shows for itself.

This is how it all came about:
In the big tractor plant of Henry Ford & Son. at

the eastern ei d of Dearborn, there are employed about
4.000 men, most f them family men. They seem to be

the marrying sort, these F rd workers and the early
marrying sort. Their prosperity enables them to take
on, in tin ir y uth, the responsibilities which have to be

deferred until later years by most men.
The) wanted homes, needed homes. Somehow or

other they were being accommodated in Detroit, but
not a- - they wanted to he. That city is developing so

installed. their furnaces glowing
against the cool fall evenings, those
that were occupied wire genuine
HOMES, not merelv houses. They
were homes of which any man of
moderate means might well be proud.
By the first of the year the whole
ninety-fou- r will undoubtedly be
furnished and inhabited, and the
"builders with brains4 will be eon
sidering future plans of mueh greater
magnitude.

Both builders and purchasers an
satisfied. The former have done a
good turn for their community as
well as made a fair profit; the latter
are enjoying that deep happiness
which comes only from the DOSSeS'
SKM1 of one's own abode.

Those responsible for the new
community have been referred to
here as ' Builders with Brains." The
exact truth is that they were really
not "builders" at all that is. house-builde- rs

by profession, but they had
brains enough to put through any
sort oi a constructive program,

The dire ting genius of the
proposition was a young man who
11 intimately associated with Mr.
Ford in all his enterprises. Though
he wasn't trained as a builder,
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A Dearborn laonte.
Roomy airy mrt


